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A MAN NAMED JORDAN

My subject is "A MAN NAMED JORDAN", Charlea Thornton
Jordan was born in Santa Barbara, Califernia, on Oetober
1st, 1888 to Mr, and Mrs. Charles Ronlett Jordan. He
died in Petaluma, California, at the home of his sister
Mrs, George Woodson on April 24th, 1944 - 35 wyears ago
last Tuesday.

In the Charles T. Jordan COLLRCTED TRICES published by

Farl Fulveas, the second name is given as Thoxrton. This

must be a mis-print but I mention it to avoid any possibility
o1l confusion. Jordan's mother's maiden name was Mary
Thornton. Whnerea we knmew him as Charles, he was always
Thornton to his family.

In COLLECTED TRICES it is c¢laimed his first ad was for
TH® SPIRIT ATES, THE CLIMAX, and three other tricks in
the EGFTSS, 1916, Sphinx. But he had already advertised
TONG DISTANCE MINDREADING and THE WONDER FORCE in the
May SPHINX ot that year. To the best of my kmowledge,
his Iirat ad appeared in the February, 1915, SPHINX on
page 245. It was for PSYCHOLIA.

Jordan dig-continued thes sale of magie in 19235, A
gontributing factor was the loss of his bocks, notes and
mailing 1list in a fire.

In 1935 Theo Annemann completed arrangements with T. Nelson
Downs (who owned the copyrights to the Jordan books ) and
Jordan to publish the material in serianl form. Thare

were to be 50 issues but only 6 were completed. In
appearance they resembled the Annemann Jinx. Jay Marshall
informs me the material sent by Jordan to Annemann was

alsc destroyed by fire. In a letter from Jordan, included
in the first serial issued, he describes the material as
"magical secrets I sponsored”. You will notice he did not
use the word originated or invented but sponsored.

Whenever I think of this next magician, I invariably
remember & write-up by Fatterson James in the BILLEOARD.
He gaid, "Dorny has hands large enocugh to palm & baby
grand piano. Dorny's beok TRIX & CHATTER first appeared
in 1921. It ineluded a trick by and a pieture of Jordan.
Thare waz a brief biographical note stating Jordan was a
performer of note and was always glad to meet any and all
visiting magicians.

During a session I had with Rufus Steele, he described a
meeting he had with Jordan, I related his story in a letter
to my good friend Franeis Haxton and Haxton told it at a
alosed meetinz of the London Society Of Maglclans. It waa
published as THE MYSTERY OF CHARLES T. JORDAN in the May
1948 FPENTAGRAM,

e I wish to read a portion of it and then make =z correction.
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o The name ol the Kellar assistant was Caeorge Wright.
He had lived in Reading, Pa, but the last address of his
I had was Salem, Chie. George had had a2 great tragedy
in nin life and waa constantly on the move. Soma of
wou may remember him at I.B.,M. conventions where he made
a few deollara as A gshow aard and window painter.

Lloyd Jones pretended to take exception to the article

in an apparent attempt to boost the girculation of The
BAT by epawning a asontroversy. His ridisulous remarks
included such tuaings as toalking chickansg. Jones assumed
the attitude I was trying to smear the nams of Jordan and
rob him of nis just due.

on the contrary, I have a tremendous admiration Ior Jordan
and he should heve a prominent plase in the Magio Hall o1
Fama ior releasing so many clever trieks - whather all of
tnem were independently ereated or not. Hore on this
later.

Steele also told me he knew Findley who was in the eclothing
pusiness and lived over the store. How Findley was taking
a bath during one of Steesle's vieits and did a card trick
for Steele without getting out of the tub or handling the
deok. It appeared in FIFTY THICEKS as I SHOULD JUDGE and
an improvement by Vernon named JUDSGMENT in 52 AMAZING CARD
TRICES .

noredit for certain tricks or ideas were given by Jordan /N HIS§ WAITING'
to T. ¥Yelson Downs, James Moren, Louls Haley, Henry Gawvin,

Dr. Ervin, Sam Bennett, Barl De Forrest, William MeGraw,

Ford Rogers and C. 0. Williams.

Jordan states in the preface to THIRTY CARD MYSTERIES,
"Ferhaps the research of others has been along the same
line as mine. In one case, that of Mr. Charles Q.
Williams. I Imow it han been in sohe respects similar
regarding certain aspects of the dovetail shuffle."...and
pravious to my owmn."

Thias book of Jordan's was copyright in 1919. ¥illiams®
"READING THE FIFTY-TWO CAHDS AFTER A GENUINE SHUFFLE"
appeared in Stanyon's MAGIC for September 1913. In his
deseription it was called the "waterfall" shuffle. Through
my friend Haxton, I was privileged to meet Ellis Stanyon.
W%lliamﬂ performed thias effect for him in the summer of
1912,

In seeking information on Williams, I corresponded with
Dr. Henry Bowen a magician who waa alao Williams family
doctor. Bowen told me they met for the first time at
the first annual seance of the Magic Oirsle. ok
THEY WERE BaTH -
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Welsh-speaking Welshmén, Williams was probably best
known for the trick described by FProfessor Hoffman in
"LATER MAGIC under the top=heavy title of "TO DISCOVER
AND FOOKET (BEFORE ASKING ANY QUESTION) THE CARD THOUGHT
OF BY A SFENTATOR. Williams himself had sold this for
a time as THR TWENTISTH CENTURY CARD TRICK.

His business was travelling around the mining districts
selling Jjewellry. At one time he launched out as a
dealer in magic end had the agency for Thayer.

Bowen informed me moat emphatically he didn't remember
Williams having anv trick based on the dovetail ahuffle
and would certainly have known if he had.

One year when Blackatone played the Orand Theatre, London,
Ontario, I went backstage after the show. HFlackstone
shook handas and we exchanged a fow pleasantries before I
anmoyed him by saying I had come around to speak to Walter
B. Gibason. Iater when we asked him if he had met Jordan,
we got a rude answer,

Gibaon remembered vieiting Dr. Nixon's House Of Mystery
where he met Jordan who was trging to get an idea for a
story. Gibason sald that he, Gibaon, could have walked
through the house and come out with a dozen storiea.
Which I am sure is an under-statement. Gibson did not
seem impressed with Jordan's creative ability.

This Dr., Nixon was not the magician of "WHERE DO THE DIDES
GO" fama. This write-up is from The BILLEQOARD.

Someona told me Arthur Buckley lmew Jordan well. They
said thev had seen a pleture of the two of them together.
Buckley and I had met a few times and got along rather
well, I told him I wos inteneely interested in Jordan
and would he tell me something about him. He said, 'I
never met him.," After that he avoided me.

One man I talked to who said he knew Jorden claimed he was
nothing but a pool huatler.

Downa wrote, "Jordan is the only man I sver met up with
that had ideas for gards worth mentioning. This was in
2 letter dated Jan. 8th, 1925.

Annemann called Jordan's seacarets a bonanza of information
gecond to none in the annals of magical literaturs,

Iarsen and Wright, in the July, 1928, SPHINX, wrote, "The
magician interested in garda should certainly posseas
Jordan's THIRTY CARD MVYBTERIRS. Good as the feats are,
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of more walue among the contents is the analysis of the
rifrle-shuffle as illustrated by the feats, Thesa
prineiples are or vital importance in modern gcard handling.™

All opinions weras not complimentary. In the GENII 1or
January, 1966, Marlo wrote. "Jordan started a trend of
bad mogiciana.”

It has slways been a source of wonder to me why widely
advertised Jordan material was so difficult to asquire
so quiekly after he no longer sold them. As o teenager,
I laboriously typed out as many as 20 single-spaced pages

of aenrats to trede for one Jordan item.

‘,;t.ln-

In 1and, Stanvon mdvertiseda¥ordan's trieks with full
pn.ggnﬁﬂﬂ in Etany}rgn‘a I-I;Inl}'ll:'!.:3 But in later years, when
George Armstrong advertisedain the MAGIC WAND for ANY of
the . T. Jordan series of magical affects ha wrote me
he had not received a single responsa.

In Trevor Hall's "READING IS EELIEVING" Hall atates, “In
Fngland at least Jordan's work appears largely to have
been overlooked." In this same book, Hall praises
Jordan's "THIRTY CARD MYSTERIES" and yet the first item
in the book is a presentation routine for THE CARD AND
?‘IT.”ESE'-E MYSTERY from Jordan's book with no credit given
OXdan.,

Warloock delivered a lesture to the MACIC CIROTE on

NSOME ASFECTS OF THE FLYING CARDS .M It was includad

as a supplement to the MAGIC CIRTULAR of June, 1953.

Warlook listed 5 maln variants of the trick although

No. B is a combination or thoae already described. ? 'TD'

Az one example, I mentioned Jordan's TRANSFRRC being o
advertised in Stanvon's MAGIC in February 1920. Warlock ,{\\‘
had stated in the lesture the first mention of packets of -
gards with contrasting backs being used,was by Farelli ine*

1953, VWarloock replied Stanvon MIGHT have advertised 1t.

I hava beean mlldly curious for many years as to why the list
0 Jordan tricks advertised in the December, 1919, SFHINX



All verisnts were covered at one time or another in
tricks released by Jordan but Warleck only gave brief

mention to Jordan's ESCAFE vwhioch he said had "proved
inconatant®,

In reply to my letter listing where Jordan's relevant
tricks had been advertised, Warloek replied, “About the
twenties, I can't remember any fine aspects of card work"
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and duplicnted in Stanvon's MAGIC are numbered .. but
there is no Yo. 24.

John Braun contributed some ol the correspondencs Detwaen
Dovng and Rdward "Tex" MeGuire to the April and May, 1971,
isaues or the LINEING HING. I marvel at the time and
energy he has devoted to the world or magic with rar too
little recognition. As we well ¥now, all of BErauns
articlas are careiully researched out I understana tnis
wos s rush job., Whan I wrote him several o1 tne {ricks
uegaTiben were acstually releaseda by Jordan and gave him
relerances a5 o wnere auvartised or puclished, Braun
geve eredits in an artiele sntitled "TO EREF THE RECOHRD
SYRATGHTY 1in tne August, 1972, LINKING RING,..jew 10
montng later.

In tne LINKING RING o February, 1960, Eraun reported his
firat colurm appeared in the January, 1939, lasue of that

magazine.

e s e

A puzzle to me has been the line Trom one of the letters g.b

in Brauns article of lay, 1371, Downa wrote, "Photos of

my hands and matches will appear in Houdini's RED MAGIC." “'j-"-&'t
In the HED MAGIC I have there are plenty of pictures...

o4% of them...but no photographa except a one and a half

inah aircular one of Houdinl which appears at the top of

aach saction.

The last picture taken of Jordan is in Jones' BAT NHo. 2.
In s letter written by Gilaon Willets, he claims he ia the

k ture.
one who took that pioture BT D o™ g

Willeta is the man Jones wrote about in BAT No. 56Mwhen
he said,"A book was in manuscript form betfore Jordan's
death based on Jordana fame in the field he entered in
later 1life and this book discloses nothing of Jordans
agquaintceship with magie nor waa it kmown to the author,
Jordana cloasest associnte in the puzzle field and he was
truly surprised to find Jordan lnew magic."

Yat in a letter written by Willets, he ““E:éh "My files 5

on Charles Jordan start in 1932 and run thro to April

14th, 1941, LE&?; of 1t is not related %o magic." Xt Eq.. Aty ﬁ.._;u-n""":‘

guﬂ:#-h A 1D Bt Lopnnssey Mgy Wy .n.....uttn,a %..,.",
v this letter is eatablished the fact that Willeis lmew

Jordan was connected with megis nnd mey have knuﬁy for as

lonz as 12 years prior to Jordan's death. If 207 of the

materinl in Willets file is davoted to magio and the file

wan atarted in 1932, it is reasonable to belleve at least

that period.
ma of the material mtebessi was ﬂ.ﬂva}npud in
gfmh veing the case, Jordan produced this material some 9
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vears after he has been described ag turning his back
on magic and possibly eovering = ﬂpnn of 9 years.

Here are some remarks from one nf the letters written
by Willets.

In hig introduction %o GDLLEGTED TRICES, Fulves raises
tha gquestion as to why the second sditlon of Jordan's
"Thirty Card Myasteries®, releamsed in 1920, just one year
after the firet edition, was ogalled a REVISED EDITION.

The 10th trieck in the bBook was ealled THE TRIO. The
principle upon whigh the trick depended was found unreliable
aftar the first edition was published. An alternate method,
antitled THE THIRTY-FIRST MYSTERY was sent to engh purchaser
of the book in return for a Z2-cent stamp. THE TRIQO title
was retained in the second edition but the method desgribed
was THE THIRTY -FII'IET “-'YETIﬂTf W

m""’ “ %‘J_‘vau utatag Ho aid nut have the ins inatmtiun hes faqc;%

"JUST A SQUARE OF PAPER®™ but it could well be "PAPER
TERARIFNG SUPHEHMEY from Jordan's TEH HEW POCEET TRICES

under another name, PAPER TEARTHG ZUPHEME waa sold as

an individual triek as early as 1919, When JUST A BQUARE
O0F PAFER was advertised in 1921 it read: "Guaranteed a
brand new method." On the other hand, Jordan seems to
hnve been quite proud of it and held bagk on ita releasas.

I have a copy of & letter Jordan sent to Hardin on July
10th, 1916. Jordan describes this trick in detail crlling
it o "a very fine effect" and ineluding a model. Jordan
gtated it even worked very niecely with wrapping paper. PTS

Confusion may have arisen dus to ths fast that in both ads
it wans atrogaed nan nnu fiegce of paper was used,

Befoenksy ”
Fulves assumes the “la Fnraut mentioned in Jordan's DIABOLICAL
FEEVERSED CAHD is notaone of the fathera of radio. It was
antually Earl DeForrest, a magician and cloae friend of
Jordan.,

In a letter written to Jones by Willets, he saya: "Last
night T had a long talk with ALBERT RHINE. Hhine told

ma, in the presence of several witnesses, that he, personal
=1y, saw Charlie create many of tha tricks of which he
wrote...and even assisted in their perfection. He acknow-
ledged Charlie Jordan anm @ clean, degent, honest and a
great credit to the bthoiness, a man worthy of your respeot,
a man whose memory should be honored, not mlandered ana it
aepparently has been. Incidentally, HRhine calls attention
to the SPHINX and points out that meny of Jordan's tricks
appeared firat therein. Sinca you dnow Rhine; magleian,
one time "Shost Chaser®™ of the San Francisco Folice Depart
~-ment, intimete of Harry Hudini, Mrs. Hudini and many



Imagine how far ahead or his time he would have been again

i he had sugpested newspaper. Partioularly aa one of the
pringiples in this method was a pocket permitting the paper
+o be ahown frasly before and after the tearing.
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others, world traveller and internationally renowned
magician...Rhine is a higher autuority than I am on
the actual origin of Jordan's tricks."

In this letter, Willets spells SPHINX with a ¥ instead
of an i. Houdini was written HUDINI.

After the description of Rhine by Willats, one might
sonsider him an unforgettable character but in a letter
tc De Forrest, Willete writea, "The fellow Rhine who

is mentioned prominently in my letter to Jonea I have
sompletely forgotten. I don't even remembsr the man
or my conversations with him ns recorded in the {(SowWaw)
latter.” Ta Junk %

Thare are 26 1illustrations in Jordan's THIRIY CARD
ITETERIES by F1i Benneche. Dowvnma wrote,"I have not
bean privileged to look over tha orliginalas of the
i1lustrations but from previous examples of the artist's
work which I have seen, I do not hesitate to predict
that they will be {illustrations whioch really "illustrate®
and not merely "fillers"."

Dr. Mlson's comment was, "The cover design and cuts
{1lustrating the variouas mysteries are works ol real
art."

The cover daesign on TEN NZW PREPARED CARD TRICKS was by
this pama artist and was originally used to advertiise
THR IDOL'S VISION...s trick which Stanyon withdrew from
gale in England,

Who Eli Henneche was is revealed in one of the letters I
roagelved from De Forrest but first about De Forrest himselr,
He was in constant touch with Jordan Tor more than 20

TAATE « Aotually lived in his home and shared his bhed

for 2 or 3 years. He dengribed Jordan as one of the
fineat guys to ever pick up a pack of cards.

One letter in particular contains considerable information.





